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A Moment at the Mike

 

Transportation: Thinking Regionally, Acting Locally  

Looks can be deceiving. 

As we turn into the summer months, with 
schools out, the U.S. Congress in recess, and 
more of our coworkers on vacations, the 
morning commute starts to look 
reasonable. Traffic volume is down, roads are 
clearer, and it s easier to nudge driving 
speeds up just a bit. We can get from here to 
there faster. We tend to breathe a sigh of 
relief  our traffic problems, we think, are 
finally beginning to change for the better. 

Sorry. While the flow of commuters moving in 
and around the county is reduced over the 
summer, starting in September, you ll see 
things begin to shift back to normal.  Before 
you know it, you ll be back to calculating how 
long it takes to get somewhere with traffic 
instead of simply looking at how far you have 
to go. 

I m trying to make things better. 

As I ve said in these pages before, 
transportation continues to be among the top 
concerns of the majority of Upcounty 

residents.  The County Council has responded, in turn, by increasing its investment in 
transportation projects.  This year, for example, we ve provided an unprecedented $160 million 
for the State Transportation Participation program to forward-fund needed transportation projects 
on state roads and facilities and committed to such projects as the western terminus of the 
planned Purple Line), and the I-270/Watkins Mill Road interchange.  We ve also provided $7.5 
million for resurfacing our County roads.  The numbers are getting respectable  since 2002, 
we ve increased the six-year transportation capital budget by 76% -- but we had years of less 
ambitious funding to overcome.  Consequently, we re got some work to do.  

continued on page 2 
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Transportation 
continued from page 1 

There s certainly no lack of ideas; the County  and State  have countless unrealized projects 
that have been in planning documents, master plans, or on maps for generations.  Many of these 
were good ideas at the time.  Some weren t.  And many remain good ideas, and still much 
needed in our county.  So where do we start? 

As readers of The Open Mike know, I believe in setting priorities in government  and that holds 
true for transportation as well.  For this reason, I think we need to review our existing projects 

 

whether uncompleted or unrealized  and determine which are the most critical to our region.  
That means they not only move people effectively around the county, but they also effectively 
bring people in and out of our population centers and places of employment. 

As Chairman of the Greater Washington Council of Government s Transportation Planning Board, 
I am working to set just these kinds of priorities for projects not only in Maryland, but in our 
region.  Given our proximity and common borders with Virginia and Washington, DC, we have to 
think provincially, not just locally  changes in traffic in Washington, DC, can have a huge impact 
on traffic in Maryland, and vice-versa.  In my role as Chairman of the TPB, I m committed to 
ensuring we have a coherent, effective 
transportation system in the greater metropolitan 
area.  

As a region, we ve traditionally done well developing 
short-term strategies to address traffic problems.  
We reduced bottlenecks on the Beltway, for 
instance, by widening the I-495 near Tyson s 
Corner, which eliminated, for the most part, backups 
on the American Legion Bridge connecting Virginia 
and Maryland.  Our real challenge, though, is to 
develop some long-term strategies that balance and 
utilize both transportation infrastructure and careful 
land use. 

For example, we need to consider providing 
incentives to encourage locating businesses (and 
thus jobs) closer to where our residents live.  That can mean looking at encouraging business 
development in underutilized parts of our region, such as Prince George s County or southeast 
DC, and looking at increasing density in our region s activity centers.  At the TPB, we re looking at 
how similar projects have been implemented across the county with an eye toward providing 
similar incentives in our region. 

How does this affect the Upcounty, then?  As we ve grown in population, we ve become more 
than just a pass-through part of the county; we ve become a destination.  For this reason, we 
need to ensure that planned commercial development follows on the residential development so 
that our residents can live and work in the same community.  This approach not only strengthens 
communities, but it also means fewer cars on the I-270.  

continued on page 3  
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Transportation 
continued from page 2 

However, for those who need to commute, we need to continue to focus on improving our mass 
transit options, including the relatively unknown Corridor Cities Transitway, a light rail project that 
would connect the Upcounty  and regions beyond  with the Shady Grove Metro station.  I ve 
been working for the last four years to advocate for this project at the state and local levels, and 
I m going to continue to call on you for help.  

As always, I m interested in hearing what you think. Drop me a line at 
Councilmember.Knapp@montgomerycountymd.gov, and let me know.  It's my pleasure to serve. 

Regards,  

 

Mike Knapp 
Councilmember, District 2 

 

Germantown Library Update:

 

Library Set for November Completion; 
Construction Updates Online  

Progress.   

Last month, I expressed my frustration with the lack 
of movement toward the completion of the new 
library in Germantown (if you missed it, you can 
read my rantings by clicking here).  One of my 
major frustrations, as I expressed at that time, 
was a lack of information and the seeming inability 
to get a straight answer from anyone on when we 
could expect the library to be completed, then 
opened.  I asked your help in voicing our concerns, 
and you responded -- and then some.  And there 
has been some progress.   

On June 13, members of the community had the 
opportunity to tour the construction site, and then 
meet with representatives of County government 

who have direct oversight of the project -- including Chief Administrative Officer Bruce 
Romer, Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPWT) Director Art Holmes, DPWT 
Chief of Capital Development Bruce Johnston, and Library Administrator Barbara Norland.  My 
thanks to each of them, and to all of you who attended the meeting.  It was a good, sometimes 
passionate, discussion, and I think we're beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel.  

continued on page 4  
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Library 
continued from page 3  

So what do we know?  Several things.    

First, all county representatives assured us that construction on the library would be completed in 
November 2006.  Once the building is finished, library staff will being moving in shelves, 
equipment, and the ever-important -- and heavy -- volume of books.  That can take as long as 
eight- to ten weeks, but library staff in Germantown have indicated their eagerness to complete 
the move-in as quickly as possible.    

Next, and maybe more important, the county has 
vowed to keep the public informed -- via the 
Germantown Library website -- of the progress on 
the library, including what construction is underway 
and how quickly each project will be completed.  
The first update was posted on June 19, and I have 
been assured that this website will be updated 
every two weeks.  The link to the Construction 
Update Website can be found on the 
New Germantown Library website, which you can 
see by clicking here.   

Finally, there was some concern about the impact the uncompleted library might be having on 
businesses that had set up shop across from the library in anticipation of a certain amount of foot 
traffic, and which are now left holding the bag until the library is completed.  I share that concern, 
and have spoken with the County Executive's office about providing these struggling businesses 
with assistance from the Montgomery County Department of Economic Development (DED).  It is 
my understanding that DED will, indeed, be offering some assistance, and has been in contact 
with a number of affected businesses.   

This is all good news, but you can be certain I'm continuing to stay in contact with the County 
Executive, DPWT, and other relevant county agencies.  In the meantime, keep checking the 
Construction Updates website for information -- and I'll let you know anything else I hear in the 
next issue of The Open Mike.   

Are You Eligible for the New 'Circuitbreaker' Tax Credit? 
Montgomery County and the State of Maryland recently enhanced and 
expanded the eligibility requirements for the Homeowner's Property Tax 
Credit program, also known as the 'Circuitbreaker' tax credit.  Among the new 
provisions, the State doubled the maximum property amount from $150,000 to 
$300,000, a provision implemented by the county last year.  Additionally, 
qualified retirement savings are now excluded from the net worth 
requirements. The filing deadline is extended this year from September 1 to 

October 31, 2006. 

The income formula -- enhanced by the State and improved by the County -- makes more 
taxpayers eligible for the tax break, at an increased credit amount.  Are you one of those eligible 
taxpayers?  More information is available at: 

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/finance/MCPropertyTax%20Break2006_1.pdf 

 

Construction updates will be 
posted on the Germantown 

Library website every two 
weeks, beginning June 19.  
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From the "Aw, Shucks..." Dept.

 
Knapp Honored as Legislator of the Year 
By Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce 

Councilmember Mike Knapp was honored as the Legislator of the Year by the Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce at its 47th Annual Dinner and Reception on June 21 in Rockville. 

In her introductory remarks, Ellen Bogage of the Chamber's Board of Directors praised Knapp for 
his "independent, centrist, earnest and common sense approach" to his work as a County 
Councilmember.  "A lot of thought and discussion goes into selecting this award winner," Bogage 
said. "We consider several criteria ... we take a look at how the legislator voted on issues of 
importance to the Chamber, but we look beyond merely how they vote.  Does the official 
demonstrate leadership? Does the legislator show fortitude on difficult issues? 

"In Mike Knapp's case," she concluded, "the answer to all these questions is a resounding yes." 

Accepting the award, Knapp pledged to continue to work with the Chamber to strengthen 
economic opportunities throughout the county. "Montgomery County is the economic engine for 
our State, but we cannot rest on our past successes," Knapp said. "We must continue to build 
upon our foundation and focus our efforts on workforce development issues tying together 
business, education, our public and private research institutions to ensure that all of our residents 
have the opportunity to achieve their dreams. Let's keep working to make Montgomery County 
the greatest place in the world to live, work and play." 

Knapp is the second recipient of the Chamber's Legislator of the Year Award.  In 2005, the award 
was presented to Maryland State Senator Rona Kramer. 

 

23rd Annual 'National Night Out' Set for August 1 

Olney, Germantown, Gaithersburg Communities Registered to Participate  

August 1, 2006, marks the 23rd Annual National Night 
Out, an evening designed to heighten crime- and drug 
prevention awareness, as well as to strengthen 
neighborhood spirit and police/community partnerships. 
According to the National Association of Town Watch, 
which sponsors the event nationwide, National Night Out 
"sends a message to criminals, letting them know that 
neighborhoods are organized and fighting back." 

In Montgomery County, Gaithersburg, Germantown, and 
Olney have all registered to participate in National Night   

continued on page 6  
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National Night Out 
continued from page 5 

Out activities, and will be hosting a number of events at the neighborhood- and community-levels. 

National Night Out in Olney 

The Olney Chamber of Commerce -- along with its partners, the Montgomery County Police 
Department, the Sandy Spring Volunteer Fire Department, the Park Police, and Montgomery 
County Crime Solvers --invite you to a night of police awareness and crime prevention from on 
August 1 from 5:00 to 8:30 p.m. in Olney. 

As part of the town's celebration, Olney and the MCRRC in are sponsoring a Take Back the Night 
5K Run.  The 5K start will be held in the Olney Town Center Shopping Plaza, off of route 108 in 
Olney.  The race begins at 7pm and registration begins at 5:30.  Registration is $5, and is open 
on race-day only. For those who do not want to run, the National Night Out will consist of games 
for the kids, safety demonstrations, and other family activities. 

For more information, please contact the Olney Chamber of Commerce

 

at 301-924-3555.  

Keep watching The Open Mike for more information on local activities as it becomes available.  In 
the meantime, additional information can be found on the National Night Out website at 
http://www.nationalnightout.org/. 

The Upcounty Road Scholar

 

Signal Timing Reviewed for Norwood Road at Layhill/Ednor; 
Muncaster Road Closed in Olney Until Mid-October  

Got a road that needs repairing?  A traffic light that's out? Is there 
a street or intersection that you think needs a stop sign or 
crosswalk?  One of my responsibilities is to make sure someone 
knows about it -- and to do what I can to get you information on 
your question or request as quickly as possible.  

I stay in regular contact with the Montgomery County Department 
of Public Works and Transportation (DPWT) and the Maryland 
State Highways Administration

 

(MSHA), and provide each 
agency with a list of projects that need addressing in the 
Upcounty. Both agencies receive countless requests each 
week, and getting a response back can take some time.  So bear 
with me -- if you don't see a particular project listed here, that 
doesn't mean it has been forgotten or neglected, but rather that I 
haven't received an updated report on its progress this month.  

With this in mind, the Road Scholar section of The Open 
Mike provides an opportunity to give you the latest 
information received from DPWT, MSHA, and others on the 
progress of requests that have been submitted on your behalf.  

continued on page 7 
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The Road Scholar 
continued from page 6 

It's also an opportunity for you to let me know of other projects that may need to be undertaken in 
your community.  Even if you're not a District 2 resident, I'm always happy to forward your request 
on to your Councilmember for further action -- so e-mail me! 

Department of Public Works and Transportation Projects 

Traffic Light Timing at Norwood Road and Layhill/Ednor Road:  Olney residents near this 
intersection have expressed frustration with timing of the traffic signal.  "It appears to be favoring 
east-west traffic flow for those traveling on Ednor and Layhill," one resident wrote.  "As a result, 
the traffic on Norwood Road heading south to New Hampshire Avenue is considerably backed up 
while the other directions are clear." 

I asked DPWT to look into the timing of the traffic signal at this intersection. Here's what Art 
Holmes, Director of DPWT, had to report: 

"This intersection operates near or above capacity during the peak periods and traffic volumes 
tend to vary on a day to day basis depending on overall east-west traffic congestion levels.  The 
intersection is monitored daily for delays, and timing adjustments are implemented to balance the 
delays observed.  During non-peak hours, the traffic signal at this intersection operates on a 
vehicle-demand mode (i.e not under the control of the central signal computer) and as such is 
able to adequately accommodate the vehicle demads during those times.  During the peak hours, 
the signal is placed under control of the central signal computer so that timing adjustments can be 
made based on the varying traffic patterns and queues.  

"The situation you describe is a common complaint; 
however, the problem is not in the signal timings nor are 
we excessively favoring the east-west movements during 
peak hours.  In fact, during the morning peak hours, the 
timings are set to favor southbound Norwood Road, but 
that time is not always used effectively by the queue of 
waiting vehicles based on operational characteristics of 
the queue.  Southbound Norwood Road approaching the 
intersection is only a single lane of travel and has an 
extensive queue consisting of vehicles of various types - 
cars, school buses, trash trucks, construction and lawn 
vehicles, etc.  As the queue of traffic begins to move along 
the winding country road after receiving a green indication 
for southbound Norwood Road, the gaps between the 

vehicles begin to vary considerably, and make for inconsistent arrivals at the intersection.  The 
vehicle sensors, which monitor for the presence of traffic on the approach and help control the 
amount of green time provided, are programmed to account for some variation in arrivals due to 
this varying gap effect, but must be kept reasonable so as not to negatively affect traffic 
operations during lighter traffic periods.  As a result, it appears that the signal timings may be too 
short at times because too much time has elapsed between the arrivals of consecutive vehicles. 

"As I mentioned, we monitor this intersection regularly and make timing adjustments as best we 
can to give adequate time for Norwood Road, but there is a limit to how much impact the signal 
can have given the capacity constraints."  

continued on page 8
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The Road Scholar 
continued from page 7 

Traffic Signal at Century Boulevard at Crystal Rock Drive:  I've been informed by DPWT that 
the traffic signal for this intersection is under design, and should be installed in late 2006 or early 
2007 -- which I know comes as a relief for visitors at Germantown Center trying to maneuver that 
wide intersection.  Once the light is installed, DPWT will monitor the intersection to make any 
needed adjustments. 

Commercial Vehicles Parking on County Roads:

 

 On-street parking continues to be one of the 
major concerns of county residents, particularly those of us in the Upcounty, where roads can be 
tight.  Sometimes that small amount of parking gets taken up with abandoned vehicles, large 
trucks or tour buses, or -- as I recently heard from one resident -- unsightly commercial vehicles 
and trailers, in this case along Kinster Drive.  I asked DPWT what its policy is regarding 
commercial parking on county roads.  Here's what DPWT had to say: 

"DPWT's position regarding the general parking of commercial vehicles and trailers on 
any county roadway is that unless they are parked in violation of the County Code 
provisions or are creating a safety hazard, there is nothing we can do to simply eliminate 
their ability to park along a public roadway.  The County Code defines commercial 
vehicles as those that have a carrying capacity of one ton or greater.  The Code 
specifically prohibits the parking of commercial vehicles abutting any private residence.  
Along Kinster Drive there is no direct residential frontage abutting the County right-of-
way.  The issue of parking practices of commercial vehicles and trailers is typically one of 
aesthetics and perceived -- as opposed to realized -- traffic safety concerns.  We are 
constantly striving to balance these perceived/realized safety concerns with the need to 
provide all County residents with viable and sufficient parking options." 

NOTICE -- MUNCASTER ROAD CLOSED:  Effective Thursday, June 15, 2006, Muncaster Road 
will be closed between Muncaster Mill Road and Olney-Laytonsville Road for 4 months and will 
re-open in mid October. 

Maryland State Highway Administration Projects 

MD 118 at Wisteria Drive (Germantown):

 

 MSHA recently approved the addition of exclusive 
left-turn phasing for verhicles turning left off of MD 118 (Germantown Road) onto Wisteria Drive in 
Germantown.  MSHA informs me that this project should be completed by next summer, weather 
and scheduling permitting.  Along with the changes in the works for Wisteria Drive -- as reported 
earlier, exclusive left-turn phasing will be added for traffic turning off of Wisteria onto the MD 118 -
- the left-turn phasing on the MD 118 should go a long way toward reducing traffic snarls and 
increasing safety on both Germantown Road and Wisteria Drive. 

MD 355 at MD 121 (Clarksburg):

 

 Responding to concerns from local residents about traffic 
backups, excessive speeds, and commuters using private roads as cut-throughs, MSHA will be 
conducting a traffic study of the intersection of MD 355 (Frederick Road) and MD 121 to 
determine possible recommendations for increasing safety in and around this intersection.  
Studies of this type generally take 90 days to complete. 

 

E-MAIL THE ROAD SCHOLAR WITH YOUR REQUESTS AT 
COUNCILMEMBER.KNAPP@MONTGOMERYCOUNTYMD.GOV
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And While We're Thinking About It...

 
Unsecured Loads, Flying Debris and You 

As the days get warmer, and local construction becomes a louder and regular activity, I receive 
more and more complaints from residents who have seen garbage and debris fly out of 
construction vehicles, off the backs of trailers, and even from out of small pickups.  While drivers 
are required to keep their loads secured -- and most drivers do so -- there's still nothing more 
frightening than driving behind a truck that suddenly begins trailing debris.  Cleaning up the mess 
is the responsibility of the Department of Public Works and Transportation, who get to it as 
quickly as they can once the mess is reported, but it's up to the police to enforce the requirement 
to secure loads, or, should debris fall out, enforce the county's laws against dumping or 
littering.  But they need your help. 

I've raised this issue with Montgomery County Police Chief Thomas Manger, and he has asked 
that residents who see trucks with unsecured loads -- or who see trucks trailing debris -- report 
such incidents to the County's non-emergency number at (301) 279-8000.  Additionally, if 
witnesses obtain the license plate number, time, and location of the particular offense, they may 
report it to the appropriate district station's Traffic Squad supervisor.  For the 4th District, the 
phone number of the Traffic Squad supervisor is (240) 773-5580; for the 5th District, the 
phone number of the Traffic Squad supervisor is (301) 840-2650; the 6th District Traffic 
Squad supervisor may be reached at (240) 773-5700. 

   

Vox Pops

 

Voices From Around the Upcounty Community 

A Note from Mike: I receive countless phone calls, e-mails, and letters each day.  Most are 
passionate, many are frustrated, and a few are downright funny...but all of them are thoughtful 
and well-intended. I think readers of The Open Mike will be interested to hear what their Upcounty 
neighbors have to say, whether they're across the street or across the county. With that in mind, 
the "Vox Pops" section of my newsletter features highlights from some of the correspondence 
and phone calls I've received in my office over the past month.  

Fireworks on July 1st Makes Sense 

"I, for one, am HAPPY the Germantown fireworks are to be held on Saturday, 
July 1.  I usually have company from out of town who can enjoy them, or hold 
picnics (rarely on the 4th unless it falls on a weekend) and quite frankly with July 

5 being a work day, it's nice to have it occur on Saturday when I don't have to worry about work 
the next day.  The article also seemed to imply some council members do not believe 
Germantown is 'worthy' of the fireworks. I don't understand this. Why is it expected of me to travel 
to Wheaton or Olney to see county sponsored fireworks but not the other way around. What is 
wrong with holding fireworks 'upcounty'?" 

 

Diane 

continued on page 10  
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Vox Pops 
continued from page 9 

Residents Need Cable Options  

"Hello, I do not have an HOA and Verizon has been out to my neighborhood to lay the FIOS 
lines.  I am thrilled and couldn't be happier with the job they have done. I am so anxious for FIOS 
television as we are extremely pleased with our FIOS Internet and soon phone.  I will be so happy 
for Comcast Cable to have some competition. I am distressed that our only choices for television 
are Comcast or a dish.  Well, I won't get into my feelings on Comcast, and I don't want to sign a 
two-year commitment for the dish. I am just anxiously awaiting the arrival of FIOS television in 
Montgomery County.  I would urge the council to vote yes to allowing Verizon to start offering 
their new services to the residents of Montgomery County." - Dana 

Return Oversight of Golf Courses to Park and Planning  

"I was invited to play golf at Little Bennett and was shocked at the poor condition 
of the golf course.  I knew that from the past history of the way the Revenue 
Authority operates their courses that Little Bennett would probably deteriate in 
condition, I am just surprised how quickly it has happened.  I realize that a lot of 
the Council Members are not golfers and this doesn't mean much to them, but to 
people that do play golf there, it is important.  It is really sad that so far this is 
being allowed to happen.  I would challenge you to obtain the opinions of the regular customers 
comparing the standards of Little Bennett before and after the transition of oversight. It would be 
too bad if residents have to accept this decline in quality. Please don't allow this to happen and 
before it is too late return the courses to the oversight of Park and Planning!  It takes a long time 
to obtain top playing conditions for a golf course and obviously a short time to ruin them." - Ken   

  

Let me hear from you! 

Councilmember Mike Knapp 
100 Maryland Avenue, 6th Floor 
Rockville, MD  20850 
(240) 777-7955  

Councilmember.Knapp@montgomerycountymd.gov  

Step Up To The Open Mike -- Subscribe! 

 

The Open Mike is an electronic newsletter published monthly by Councilmember Michael J. 
Knapp (District 2). If you would like to be added to the electronic distribution list, please subscribe 
by registering at: 

https://ext01.montgomerycountymd.gov/entp/s1p/esubpublic/newSubscriber.do 

Then be sure to indicate you'd like to subscribe to information on District 2.   
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County Council Public Hearings Calendar

 
Council to Discuss Housing Advisory Commission, 
Mixed Use-Town Center Zone Establishment 

Don't be shy!  The County Council regularly holds public hearings at which we actively seek your 
input, thoughts, comments, and suggestions.  The policies, amendments, and legislation under 
consideration aren't just pieces of paper; they have a very real impact on you and the lives of 
your fellow citizens.  For this reason, residents are always encouraged to attend the public 
hearings and give us your views. 

Hearings are held in the Council's main meeting room on the 7th Floor of the County Office 
Building at 100 Maryland Avenue in Rockville.  If you wish to testify on any of the items listed 
below, please call (240) 777-7931. 

One more thing -- the hearing schedule can change rapidly, so always check the County 
Council's home page to get the most up-to-date information. 

 

DATE 

 

TIME 

 

MATTERS UNDER CONSIDERATION 

 

July 11

  

1:30 p.m.

 

Expedited Bill 27-06: Taxicabs - Amendments 

   

1:30 p.m.

 

Bill 28-06:  Procurement - Health Insurance Preference 

   

1:30 p.m.

 

Bill 29-06:  Housing Advisory Commission - Establishment 

   

1:30 p.m.

 

ZTA 06-17: Accessibility Improvements - Exemption 

 

July 18

  

1:30 p.m.

 

ZTA 06-18: Planned Retirement Community Zone - Development Standards 
ZTA 06-19: Florist - Office - Moderate Density Zone 
ZTA 06-20: Mixed Use-Town Center Zone - Establishment 

   

1:30 p.m.

 

Resolution to Approve Franchise Agreement for 
Use of Public Right of Way:  AboveNet Communications, Inc.

    

1:30 p.m.

 

Resolution to Approve the Mutual Aid Agreement between Montgomery 
County Fire and Rescue Service and National Institutes of Health 

   

7:30 p.m.

 

Amendments to Ten-Year Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage 
Systems Plan: Water and Sewer Category Changes 

 

July 25

  

1:30 p.m.

 

Damascus Sectional Map Amendment (G-854) 

 

The Open Mike Wants You! 

Are you sponsoring an event or having a meeting, and want to invite residents from around the 
county to participate? Did you or your organization win an award?  If you have information you'd 
like to submit for possible inclusion in an upcoming issue of The Open Mike, please e-mail us and 
let us know.     

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov
https://ext01.montgomerycountymd.gov/entp/s1p/esubpublic/newsubscriber.do

